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THE PAY COLLECTION, since its first planting in New Zealand 
at Dunedin in 1936, has established itself in nearly sixty 
public libraries. Following the strictures of Mr McColvin 
last year there is an increasing tendency to regard the pay 
collection as a pest, a weed in the library garden, like the 
blackberry whose spread it rivals. Nevertheless, its spread 
has been a most deliberate and cultivated affalr, yielding 
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a crop of interesting library theory some of which we hoje 
to garner here. 


OF AMERICAN ORIGIN 

The New Zealand pay collection is now quite a distinc 
species, but it derives from the American pay-duplicate 
system. The pay-duplicate system is regarded in Ameria 
as a way round the law (it may be an unwritten law but it 
has universal force) that public library books should be 
issued free. So long as one copy of a title is available free 
the law is appeased and further copies are then rented. The 
problem of duplication has been considered much more in 
America, however, than in England. Perhaps that is why 
the idea of a pay-duplicate system has taken no hold in Eng. 
land. 


FIRST USED AT DUNEDIN .. 

It was introduced at Dunedin in August 1936 following 
a visit by the City Librarian (Mr A. G. W. Dunningham to 
America and England. Dunedin’s (adult) Public Library 
had been free from its inception in 1911, when it had been 
assisted by a Carnegie grant. In the depression the size of 
the issue of ephemeral fiction perturbed the Committee 
(it reached 290,615 in 1933-34). Various restrictive mea 
sures were imposed involving the limiting of the numbers 
of books per family. Mr Dunningham realized that there 
is a close connection between the standard of reading offered 
and the demand. He saw that by holding the demand for 
the lower grades of reading, not by desk restrictions but by 
imposing a rental price, the library could build up a service 
of reading more valuable to the community—holding 
stocks, first, at the highest level for which demand could be 
found, and then down the scale as far as the budget would 
allow, but giving as complete a service as possible at all 
levels. 

In the annual report,* apparently the first official record 
of the new policy, he wrote: ‘ This year the public will sub- 
scribe probably about £1000 for the purchase of new and 
popular books and magazines . . . To give an equally efficient 
service on a free basis we would require not £1000 per 





*Dunedin City Corporation. Librarian’s Report for the Year 
ended March 31, 1939. 
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year in addition to the present allocation, but considerably 
more, as the demand on a free basis would be considerably 
more. This report also states that the pay collection was 
‘launched with the approval and recommendation of the 
Carnegie Corporation. Dr Keppel, writing . . . on behalf 
of the Carnegie Corporation, said: “This new development 
should be beneficial to both those who use the pay collection 
and those who rely on a regular service”’. The collection 
was then a pay-duplicate collection. The terms under which 
it was established have all, except the last, been changed, 
but it is interesting to recall them: 

Pay collection books will be represented in the free collection and 
will be transferred to the free collection when they have paid for 
themselves. 

All money taken in the pay collection is spent on more books for 
the pay collection. 

A charge of 1d or 2d is made for the first three days and there- 
after a charge of 1d per day. 

Reservation is made at 1d 


It is difficult, in assessing the achievements of new library 
policies, to be sure what results from what. Dunedin at 
this time was experimenting and expanding in all fields. 
On the suggestion of Mr E. H. McCormick, who had been 
Acting-Librarian in Mr Duningham’s absence, fiction was 
filed in four sequences: (1) Popular; (2) Translated; (3) 
Representative of the history of the novel in English; (4) 
The modern novel in English. A special allocation of £4000 
for additional stock had been used to make this policy a 
success—titles being extensively duplicated and the basis of 
a systematic replacement policy worked out in conjunction 
with the New Zealand Library Association. Now extra 
copies from ‘ Popular’ fiction were transferred to the pay- 
duplicate collection. The public never again obtained the 
quantities of light fiction they had done before, but issues 
of what came to be called ‘ standard’ fiction, (2), (3), and 
(4) above, rose steadily. 

Mr Dunningham regards the increase in the non-fiction 
issue (from 52,649 in 1933/4 to 113,933 in 1946/7) as the 
direct result of the new policies. 

In 1940 the collection became a straight-out pay collection. 
In a letter to Miss E. J. Carnell in August, 1940, Mr Dun- 
ningham wrote: ‘We do not intend to retain the duplicate 
plan in the pay collection for books which are not worth 


59 





having in the free collection; and we will not put in the 
pay collection very good authors of limited appeal . . . There 
is little use trying to get rental out of Stephen Spender or 
Virginia Woolf—perhaps on the new rental it may be 
possible to pay for one copy—but we can never do it at 
present, and it is better to make the two copies free from 
the beginning.’ (The ‘ new rental’ was to be ’6d and 3d-— 
the same as the bookshops,’ a move frustrated, however, till 
the present year, by the Price Tribunal.) This decision, 
which resulted in reducing still further the free fiction 
issue—from 176,421 in 1939-40 to an average of 77,000 for 
the five years 1942-47—had been urged by Miss Carnell. 
Before we consider the developments elsewhere that are the 
background of her advice it is worth commenting on the 
terms in which the abandonment of the pay-duplicate plan 
was couched. They suggest that a pre-occupation’ with what 
would rent was becoming a pre-occupation with what should 
rent, and, hence, what should be free. The compilation of 
the list of ‘A’ (standard) and * B’ (popular) authors by the 
Fiction Committee, N.Z.L.A., with which Dunedin was 
closely associated, was the natural outcome of these pre- 
occupations. 


ADOPTION ELSEWHERE 

In other parts of the country the pay collections had 
already been established without the ‘ duplicate plan.” The 
motive behind the establishment of the pay collection at 
Palmerston North in December, 1938, by its new librarian, 
Mr H. Greenwood, was rather to promote fiction issues than 
to curb them, but he was in process of changing over a 
subscription library. In a letter dated 12th February, 1948, 
to the writer, Mr Greenwood refers‘to the growth of the 
commercial book-clubs after their establishment in New 
Zealand about 1927. ‘ Their rapid growth would appear to 
show that public libraries were not giving an adequate 
service to the public.’ He makes these points: 


... a public library [should] supply an adequate amount of fiction 
in order to keep its members. 

... the public is willing to pay for its fiction. 

. . . fiction is one of the largest items in the library budget. 

. . it follows that if a library can make fiction pay for itself, or 
even show a profit, then a larger amount can be spent on works of 
a cultural or vocational nature ... Even if the book-club showed a 
financial loss it was . . . of financial benefit to the library. 
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Palmerston North’s pay collection policy has thus been 
aggressive and, in terms of its own objectives, highly suc- 
cessful. Rentals were low—2d per book originally and still 
only 3d to-day. It was housed in a shop, separate from 
though adjoining the main library, with separate staff. It 
makes no distinction between grades of fiction—all are 
rented, though only a selection goes into the free collection. 
This all tends to make it administratively simple and 
eficient. Another feature in which it differs from Dunedin 
is that the pay collection is the usual channel whereby fiction 
goes into the free collection. 


ADVOCATED BY THE COUNTRY LIBRARY SERVICE 


In the meantime Mr G. T. Alley had been casting about 
for a method by which he could induce small and 
impecunious local bodies to spend a little on free library 
service. As early as 1936, during his survey of Taranaki, he 
was advised by Mr John Barr, Chief Librarian of the Auck- 
land Public Libraries, to investigate pay collection systems. 
In his reportt he recommends for Hawera ‘a free service 
with a pay collection for lighter fiction [that] would at least 
double the number of registered borrowers.’ It is interesting 
that at this early stage Mr Alley differentiated between 
standard and light fiction. ‘If the provision of lighter 
fiction . . . cannot be made at cost,’ he says grimly, ‘it should 
not be made at all.’ 

It is not surprising, therefore, to find that the Country 
Library Service which started in 1938 under his direction 
came not only to permit pay collections but even to advise 
on their efficient operation. In its annual report for 1941, 
Miss Carnell, then Liaison Officer between the C.L.S. and 
the Association, said: ‘ . . . the main obstacle to the partici- 
pation of more local bodies is that in most cases the standard 
of efficiency demanded, together with the loss of subscrip- 
tions, would involve the local authority in some additional 
expenditure. In this vital matter . . . the development of 
pay collections . . . is important’. This explains the motives 
now behind the concerted advocacy of the pay collection by 
the Government. 





7G. T. Alley. Taranaki’s rural library facilities: a report to the 
N.Z. Library Group: J. Barr, Convener . . . based on a survey of the 
Taranaki area. Christchurch, 1937. (Mimeographed). 
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BOOSTED BY THE N.Z.L.A. 

The Association also had, the previous year, in The Case 
For Free Library Service, boosted the pay collection as a 
means by which ‘the fiction service is kept up, money is 
released to buy books of lasting value, to obtain better staff 
and improve library buildings, with the result that the cost 
of a free service of informational, educational, and cultural 
books is put within reach of all local authorities.’ The 
Case gives an added reason: ‘It is essential that the free 
library idea should not be stifled in its infancy because of a 
conception that its growth will mean a falling off in a service 
which people have come to regard as a necessity.’ There are 
interesting overtones of casuistry in this suggestion. 


THE AIM CLEARLY EXPLAINED 

But, to get back to the C.L.S., an article published in 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES in September, 1941, was mimeo- 
graphed and circulated until recently to all libraries making 
the change-over from the subscription system. It contained 
the best statement yet published on the reasons for the pay 
collection: 


The aim of a pay collection is to provide an efficient service of 
light fiction without using up on this one section of the library a 
great part of the total library subsidy. The pay collection should not 
be regarded as a money-making device. It is a means of putting the 
supply of popular fiction on a self-supporting basis. There are two 
reasons for doing this: the first is that to satisfv adequately the 
tremendous demand for fiction withort making anv charge to the 
reader would need a much greater subsidv from public fun’s than 
any library authority in New Zealand is likely to give. The second 
reason is that it is very debatable whether public money ought to 
be spent in providing without charge books which lack literary 
merit or subject value and which experience has proved can be pro- 
vided satisfactorily upon a commercial basis. 

The article then challenges any library that feels up to it 
to give a wholly free service which excludes such books 
altogether. A shrewd point. It gives simple yet detailed 
advice on the running of pay collections, but there is one 
point in which it puts the official seal on a practice that is 
now a characteristic of most of our smaller pay collection 
libraries: ‘In addition to the books put in the pay collec- 
tion because of their lack of literary merit or subject value. 
it may be necessary for financial reasons to put in the pay 
collection temporarily all newly published novels...’ And: 
‘Books should not be kept in the pay collection when the 
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have ceased to go out frequently: at that stage either they 
should be sold or transferred to the free collection.’ It is 
easy to see how this dispensation tended to reduce the free 
fiction section to a charity and to make the pay collection 
the tail that wags the ‘ free library’ dog. 


AUCKLAND HAS THE PAY-DUPLICATE 
PLAN 


When, in January, 1946, the Auckland Public Libraries 
‘went free’ they adopted the pay-duplicate plan. Mr Barr 
is opposed to the absence of standards apparent in most New 
Zealand pay collections, and refuses to allow the lower 
reaches of fiction into the library at all. He does not, how- 
ever, differentiate in his treatment of standard and popular 
fiction. 


LOWER HUTT FOLLOWS DUNEDIN e 


The pay collection established at Lower Hutt Municipal 
Library at its changeover, April, 1947, is based on a 
systematization of the Dunedin principles. The collection is 
run energetically with a 6d section designed to make possible 
the extensive duplication of current best-sellers (as many 
as thirty-six copies of one title) as well as a 3d section, but 
it is definitely subordinated to the free collection. Free 
fiction is entirely standard, is serviced with new stock and 
duplicated free. Only where a standard writer achieves best- 
sellerdom (as, for example, Thomas Armstrong with his 
King Cotton) is the pay-duplicate principle used, and then 
there is copy for copy in each collection. The pay collection 
is housed in the main library and an effort is made to display 
free stock so that it is brought to the notice of pay collection 
users, but it is budgeted to cover not only its book buying 
but its share (about one quarter) of costs other than books, 
so that the building of a good free service is a clear-cut 
municipal responsibility. 

It will be seen that there are several forms of pay collection 
and that they are based on a pleasing complex of expedience 
and principle. But principle is not, in the best of them, as 
entirely lacking as the critics allege. The plant may tend to 
rank and weedy growth but, properly cultivated, will bear 
good fruit. 
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ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE 
SHEET FOR YEAR ENDED 
gist DECEMBER, 1947 


To the Patron and Members of the New Zealand Library 
Association. 


Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen. 


Your Council has the honour of presenting the report and 
balance sheet on the work of the Association for the year 
ended 3lst December, 1947. 


MEMBERSHIP 
The number of members at 31st December, 1947 (compared with 
1946), is shown below: 
1947 1946 
Honorary Life Members 3 3 
Institutional Members: 
Schools and Training Colleges sie 
Public Libraries _.... —_ sae 
Universities, Special libraries, “Govern- 
ment Departments om _— aa Tie 
Ordinary Members 
Affiliated Institutions 


CONFERENCE 1947 


The annual conference was held in Christchurch in May 1947, and 
full details have been printed in the Proceedings which may be pur- 
chased from the Secretary. The thanks of the Association are ten- 
dered to the Christchurch City Council, to the Chairman and the 
Council of the Canterbury University College, to members of the 
Canterbury Branch and to others who helped to make the conference 
a success. 


1947 ANNUAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE—REPORT ON ACTION TAKEN 

Tutor-organizer for the General Training Course: The possibility 
of appointing a full-time tutor-organizer for the General Training 
Course has been considered by the Council which first referred the 
matter to the Training Committee for a further report. The Train- 
ing Committee was unable to recommend that such an appointment 
be made, 

Proposals ta amend the Rules: The sub-committee appointed by 
the 1947 Annual Meeting has prepared a notice of motion for con- 
sideration by the Annual Meeting in 1948. The proposals were 
printed in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 10: 195 O ’47 and all comments 
received from members were considered by the sub-committee. 
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Recognition in Great Britain of N.Z.L.A. General Certificate: A 
letter was sent to the Library Association (London) asking that the 
New Zealand General Certificate be recognized as a qualification in 
Great Britain for registration as a chartered librarian. Full par- 
ticulars of the syllabus, notes, written work set throughout the course 
and examination papers were supplied when the request was made. 
A reply was received stating that the Council of the Library Asso- 
ciation (London) had given careful consideration to the request but 
that it had not been approved. 


Indenting books for libraries: Consideration was given to the re- 
commendation that the New Zealand Library Association investigate 
the possibilities of indenting books for libraries in New Zealand. 
The Council considers that negotiations with the booksellers would 
not be helped by such an investigation. 

Case for Free Library Service: Consideration was given to 
the recommendations from conference. A sub-committee 
was set up to revise the Case for Free Library Service and 
to recommend to Council the form of publication and sub- 
sequent distribution. The committee has been active in 
the matter, but by the end of 1947 the revised Case was not 
available for distribution to local government authorities. 

Inter-library Loan: Consideration has been given to the 
recommendation that the scope of inter-library loan be 
reviewed and the rules liberalized as far as practicable. It 
is the view of Council and of the Book Resources Committee 
to which the matter was referred that the rules are as liberal 
as is at present possible, having regard to the difficulties of 
staff and space. A statement giving the reasons for this view 
has been prepared for publication in NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES. *... 

Appointment of Teacher-Librarians: The recommendation 
that the Education Department be asked to consider the 
appointment in post-primary schools of teacher-librarians, 
full or part-time according to roll number of the school was 
referred by Council to the Planning Committee: School and 
Children’s Libraries for a report, but this had not been 
received by the end of 1947. 

Survey of Library Catalogues: Consideration was given to 
the recommendation passed by the Cataloguers’ Seminar at 
the 1947 conference that steps be taken to have the 1946 
N.Z.L.A. General Training Course survey of library cata- 
logues repeated on as broad a basis as possible with a view 
to recommending a simplified cataloguing code for public 





*NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, 11:19-21 ]/F '48.—Ed. - 
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library use. A sub-committee was appointed to draw up a 
plan from which an investigation could be carried out and 
to report to the next conference. 


FUTURE FINANCES OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The question of the future finances of the Association has 
been receiving the attention of the Council during the year. 
The present rate of expenditure is nearly £600 p.a. over the 
total receipts. This has been met from the Carnegie Trust 
Fund which will, at this rate of expenditure, last approxi- 
mately four years. At the end of that time or earlier, the 
Association will need either to reduce N.Z.L.A. activities or 
to obtain additional funds. The Council is of the opinion 
that an effort should be made by the Association to increase 
its own income before an application is made for outside 
assistance. A notice of motion proposing to increase the 
subscription rates will be placed before the 1948 conference. 
In addition it has been decided to levy a registration fee of 
5/- on all members attending conference and to make a 
charge for the conference Proceedings. 

COMMITTEES 

A list of the Standing Committees appointed by Council 
in May, 1947, was printed in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, 
10:86-7 Je ‘47. The following committees have met and 
have reported to Council: Bulletin, Children’s Book Week, 
Hospital Library Service, Librarians’ Salaries Conditions 
and Qualifications, Library Training, New Zealand Book 
Resources, Regional Library Service, Standing Executive 
Committee situated in Wellington, met seven times during 
the year and has conducted the affairs of the Association 
between Council meetings. Some of the more important 
matters dealt with by other committees are reported on 
below. 

Bulletin Committee: [A. E. Mercer, convener] 

Publication of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES was made regularly 
throughout the year. The material presented covered a 
wide field and included the work of several persons over- 
seas. The outstanding features were a series of monographs 
on New Zealand prose writers, by H. Winston Rhodes and 
a special Otago Centennial number. The Committee 
records its gratitude to Mr Rhodes for his valuable contri- 
bution and to Mr John Harris for his work in compiling the 
material for the Otago number. Reviews by qualified 
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persons were printed of publications having direct interest 
to the profession in New Zealand. 

The Committee has noted that where material such as, for 
example the interim report of the committee on regional 
planning was printed with a view to discussion by members 
of the Association, no attempt was made by any member to 
use the pages of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES for discussion. 
Some of the Branches made use of the featured Branch 
Notes to record their views from time to time, but it was 
found that individual mmbers were reluctant to voice their 
opinions even when expressly invited to do so. 

The Committee has attached full importance to typo- 
graphical and literary style and has attempted to make each 
number of the bulletin conform in punctuation and spelling. 
In August Council approved recommendations that a soft- 
paper cover be added to the specifications and that suitable 
advertisements be accepted for printing on the cover of 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. It is regretted that circumstances 
have made it impossible as yet to give effect to these 
recommendations. 

The Committee has been grateful for the assistance it has 
received from the Canterbury Branch, especially in arranging 
for the distribution of the bulletin and in compiling the 
index. 

It is regretted that publication of the Proceedings of the 
1947 conference was not made considerably earlier. The 
shortage of type metal was the main cause of the delay which 
is all the more unfortunate in that efforts were made earlier 
in the year which gave promise of a very early release. 
Children’s Book Week Committee: [H. Macaskill, convener]. 

A Children’s Book Fortnight was arranged by the Associa- 
ted Booksellers of New Zealand, in August, 1947, and the 
Committee decided to ask librarians to co-operate with the 
booksellers in this project as far as possible instead of 
arranging a separate Children’s Book Week. It has been 
decided to hold the 1948 Children’s Book Week in May, and 
the booksellers are prepared to work with the Association. 
Committee for Reviewing Children’s Books before Publica- 

tions [M. Baker, P. Hattaway, W. J. Scott, J. C. Beaglehole 

(advising on typography only), M. Sage (convener)]. 

During the year this committee has received about eighteen 
MSS or books with the object of finding any which it might 
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recommend to the N.Z.L.A. Council as worthy of support 
from the N.Z.L.A. Of these, one only was considered 
valuable: E. G. Turbott’s New Zealand Bird Life published 
by A. H. and A. W. Reed. This book was already in press 
when submitted to us, so no suggestions could be made 
about its production, but we did think it deserved N.Z.L.A. 
commendation to libraries and schools. The original letter 
to publishers suggested that the N.Z.L.A. would guarantee 
to buy 1000 copies, but this was felt to be too many for a 
reference book which would not be heavily duplicated. 
Therefore libraries were circularised to gauge the number 
of copies they would buy and these numbers were passed on 
to the publishers. The number ordered (273 approx.) was 
not excessive, but even this number was presumably greater 
than it otherwise might have been, and made it possible for 
the publishers to decide whether or not to reprint. It is 
felt that this method of encouraging publishers could be 
done again in the future should suitable MSS be presented, 
but the committee considers it essential to circularise each 
library before giving the publishers any guarantee, for the 
demand varies very much depending on th type of work. 
The quality of the other MSS was uneven and many dealt 
with N.Z. topics but in an undistinguished way. Accounts 
and illustrations of Maori life missed the mark badly. One 
MS with good illustrations but poor text may be submitted 
again in a more acceptable form. 

Fiction Committee: [S. M. Foote, convener]. 

The Committee completed, in time for the 1947 Con- 
ference, the revision of the Report on (A) Standard (B) 
Popular Authors. A fuller form of entry was adopted for 
this list. Real names were given as well as pseudonyms. 

Dates were deemed important, as a literary guide, and as 
a possible basis for a fiction standing order. Popularity 
markings were assessed as before. Authors available in 
translation were a feature of this. report. At first considera- 
tion was given to listing them separately, but it was later 
decided to incorporate them into List A, and to give ‘origins 
and affinities’ for all standard authors. It was realised that 
the background of many contemporary writers was extremely 
complex. Lastly, a very tentative effort was made at 
annotations. 

In August 1947 the Fiction Committee met for the first 
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time. A summary of the report on this meeting appeared in 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 10.211-12 N ’47, and Branches were 
asked for their comments. 

Subsequent criticism of the Report has centred round the 
popularity markings. It is felt that they are important in 
practical administration, and that.a more careful approach, 
based on statistics, should be made to them. The 
abbreviated annotations, also, meant constant reference to 
the key. These points will receive attention in the next 
revision. 

Work on a second number of the Fiction Bulletin is in 
train. 

Hospital Library Service Committee: [J]. Norrie, convener]. 

The Hospital Library Service Committee has met once 
during the year, and discussed provision of staff, including 
the necessity for professional as well as voluntary workers, 
and provision of bookstock for special classes of patients 
such as tuberculosis, in addition to general patients. After 
Conference, the scope of the Committee was widened to 
include compilation of book lists. This project has not 
been commenced, but should become a valuable part of an 
expanding hospital service, requiring the experience of 
librarians undertaking this type of service. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications: [J. Coutts, 
convener]. 

The salary scale approved by Council on August 30 1946 
and printed in October 1946 issue of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 
was referred to the Stabilization Commission which approved 
Grades I to IV. In view of rapidly changing conditions the 
Salaries Committee has undertaken the work of revising and 
amplifying the salary scale. 

Library Training Committee: [G. T. Alley, convener]. 

N.Z.L.A. General Certificate: The following, after satisfy- 
ing the requirements of the syllabus, have been awarded the 
Association’s General Certificate: E. Anderson, M. C. Bone, 
M. J. Brosnahan, L. J. Coard, H. B. Cowey, J. Fordyce, E. 
L. T. McKellar, P. O’Brien, W. M. Oldham, M. A. Ronnie, 
J. V. Rutter. The total number of Certificates awarded to 
date is thirty-six. 

General Training Course: Part 1, Course 7. Forty-nine 
students were admitted to the course in January 1947 and 
five students were transferred from Course 6. Seventeen 
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students withdrew during the year, one completed the course 
but was unable to sit the test because of illness, and thirty- 
six students sat the final test on 10th December. 

Part u, Course 4. Fourteen students sat the test on Cata- 
loguing and Classification in May 1947. Thirteen passed the 
test, and the one student who failed was admitted to Courses 
5 and 6, starting at Section 5. Part 1. Courses 5 and 6. 
Fourteen students were admitted to the Course, | withdrew 
before completing The Book course and one was transferred 
to Course 7. Twelve students sat the test on The Book in 
December 1947. 

Tutoring: The tutors for Part I were C. W. Collins, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, R. Duthie, A. H. Fache, D. Lyon, 
A. E. Mercer, R. N. O'Reilly, J. S. Wright. The tutors for 
Part II were C. Thompson, P. A. M. McKeegan, C. O. 
Troup, and M. S. Fleming. The Association is greatly 
indebted to all those who have helped to maintain the 
courses of training. 

Examiners: The examiners for Part I were J. Barr and D. 
Lyon, for Part II (The Book), C. R. H. Taylor and C. 
Thompson, and for Part II (Cataloguing and Classification) 
F. A. Evans and M. S. Fleming. 

Library School: The second professional course closed in 
November 1947 when twenty-one diplomas and four certifi- 
cates were awarded to the twenty-five graduates of the school. 
The number of good positions advertised by libraries 
throughout the Dominion exceeded the number of 
graduates. On the recommendation of the Training Com- 
mittee arrangements were made for a short course of two 
terms, leading to the diploma or certificate, to be provided 
in 1948 and 1949 for holders of the N.Z.L.A. Certificate. 
Nine holders of the N.Z.L.A. Certificate will be admitted to 
the School in May 1948, and sixteen students were accepted 
for the full year’s course. Members of the Training Com- 
mittee again served on the committees for the selection of 
students for admission to the Library School in 1948. The 
short course for librarians of small public libraries which 
was held in January 1947 was found to be so valuable that 
arrangements were made for a similar course to be held in 
1948. 

New Zealand Book Resources Committee: [G. T. Alley, 
convener]. 
7O 





Tw 
held 

Int 
mitte 
the sc 
as far 
of int 
time, 
stater 
prepa 

AS: 
of in 
agree 
nego 
offer 
the y 
last 1 
limin 
It wi 
from 
meet 


with 
form 
Ce 
men 
card: 
the 
bute 
gate 
Zeal: 
be fi 
B 


Two meetings of the Book Resources Committee were 
held during the year. 

Inter-library loan: Consideration was given by the Com- 
mittee to the recommendation of the 1947 conference that 
the scope of interloan be reviewed and the rules liberalized 
as far as practicable. The committee agreed that the scope 
of interloan was as liberal as it was possible to make it at the 
time, having regard to the difficulties of staff and space. A 
statement on this and other aspects of inter-library loan was 
prepared for publication in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 

Associated Booksellers of N.Z.: Owing to the full support 
of institutional members not being received for the new 
agreement with the Associated Booksellers of N.Z. 
negotiated in 1946, the Associated Booksellers withdrew the 
offer and no further discussions on terms were held during 
the year. However, in accordance with a decision of the 
last meeting to set up a joint standing committee a pre- 
liminary meeting of representatives was held in December. 
It was decided that a committee of three representatives 
from each association should be nominated and an early 
meeting arranged. 

Union List of Serials. The editor of the Union List, Mr 
Harris, has made a fresh appeal to libraries for up-to-date 
returns of library holdings. The recording of the English 
language section of the Royal Society library was undertaken 
by two students of the Library School as a project. 

Index to New Zealand Periodicals. Publication of the 
Index to New Zealand Periodicals prepared by the National 
Library Centre was resumed in December, the first issue 
covering the period January to June 1947. Publication of 
the six years’ cumulation to the end of 1946 in accordance 
with the Committee’s decision to issue in mimeographed 
form will not be made until 1948. 

Central cataloguing of New Zealand material. Arrange- 
ments were finally made in December to issue catalogue 
cards for New Zealand material, prepared and duplicated by 
the National Library Service. The first cards were distri- 
buted early in January, 1948. The committee also investi- 
gated the possibility of producing cards for other than New 
Zealand material. It was decided that the question would 
be further considered in 1948. 


Book coverage and subject specialization: In order that 
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some more satisfactory system of ensuring bok coverage than 
the C.B.I. check might be instituted, a survey was commenced 
of the special collections in New Zealand libraries together 
with the extent to which libraries could co-operate in a 
general scheme of subject specialization. The survey was 
still in progress at the end of the year. 
Regional Library Service Committee: []. Barr, convener]. 
The report of the Regional Library Service Committee 
has been printed in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 10:170-3 S ’47. 


CARNEGIE CORPORATION OF NEW YORK 

The Council was glad to have an opportunity of meeting 
Mr Whitney Shepardson, Director, British Dominions and 
Colonies Fund of the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
who visited New Zealand in August. The Association is 
indebted to the Corporation for the assistance which it has 
given in the past and for its continued interest. An appli- 
caion made in November for a New Zealand trained 
librarian with post-primary teaching experience to study 
school library methods in the United States was granted 
immediately. Miss Kathleen McCaul, M.A., a graduate of 
the Library School, was selected for the fellowship and she 
will study at the Western Reserve Library School, Cleveland. 
for six months. On her return to New Zealand Miss 
McCaul will be attached to the staff of the National Library 
Service. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Index to New Zealand Periodicals: Publication of the 
Index to New Zealand Periodicals has been resumed under 
the editorship of A. G. Bagnall, Librarian, National Library 
Centre. After careful consideration the committee decided 
to mimeograph rather than print the current numbers. The 
issues for January to June 1947 was published in December, 
and it is expected that the 1941 to 1946 cumulation and the 
1947 annual index will be published in 1948. 

New Zealand Libraries has been issued eleven times during 
the year under the editorship of A. E. Mercer, assisted by 
the Bulletin Committee. The Canterbury Branch has again 
been responsible for despatching the bulletin to members. 

Harris, J. Guide to N.Z. Reference Material. A mimeo- 
graphed edition of 200 copies was published early in the 
year. Mr Harris is to be congratulated on this valuable 
contribution to the field of New Zealand bibliographies. 
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White, D. N. About books for children. This book which 
was published jointly by the N.Z. Council for Educational 
Research and the Association has had very encouraging sales. 
At the end of 1947 the Council proposed and the Associa- 
tion agreed to reprinting 2000 copies to meet orders being 
received from overseas. 

CARNELL, E. J. 
Library Administration 

Although this book was published in London by 
Grafton and Co., and is not an Association publication, it is 
based very largely on the notes which Miss Carnell wrote for 
Part I of the N.Z.L.A. General Training Course. The 
Association has purchased 100 copies, 50 of which were made 
available for sale to members, the remainder being kept for 
the use of students taking the General Training Course who 
may hire them for five shillings a year. 

MR LIONEL R. McCOLVIN 

The Association was fortunate in being able to arrange, 
in conjunction with the National Library Service, for Mr 
L. R. McColvin, Librarian of the City of Westminster 
Public Library, and Hon. Secretary of the Library Association 
(London) to visit New Zealand for two weeks in February. 
Mr McColvin was able to visit Auckland, Dunedin, Christ- 


church, Wellington, Petone, Lower Hutt, Otaki, Levin, 
Foxton, Bulls, Wanganui, Marton, Halcombe and 
Palmerston North. Mr McColvin was not asked for a report 
on his visit to New Zealand, but members will be interested 
to read his report “Public Libraries in Australia” which 
was published during the year by the Melbourne University 
Press. 


DR G. H. SCHOLEFIELD 

In September Dr G. H. Scholefield retired from the 
position of Chief Librarian of the General Assembly 
Library and Mr W. S. Wauchop was appointed to fill the 
position. A letter has been sent by the Council to Dr 
Scholefield expressing appreciation of his bibliographical 
and historical work, regret that librarians may be losing the 
more intimate associations they had with him, and wishing 
him long life in his well earned retirement. 


UNITED STATES INFORMATION LIBRARY 5 . 
On the closing of the United States Information Library 
in Wellington a letter was sent to the Charge d’Affaires of 
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the American Legation, expressing the disappointment of 
the New Zealand Library Association at the suspension of 
the valuable service which the library had given under the 
expert guidance of Miss Mary Parsons, and the hope that it 
may be possible at some future time to resume the service 
in its original form. The collection of books, periodicals 
and pamphlets which formed the stock of the United States 
Information Library has been housed at the National Library 
Service and is available on interloan to other libraries. 
RESTRICTIONS ON BOOK IMPORTS 

In view of the resolutions passed at the Aid to Britain 
conference recommending severe restrictions in book imports 
from Canada and the United States, the Association 
approached the Rt. Hon. the Minister of Finance urging 
that all matters connected with the importation of books for 
libraries should be, as in the past, the responsibility of the 
Book Resources Committee. The Association was informed 
that the Book Resources Committee would be consulted on 
all matters pertaining to the importation of library books. 
AMERICAN PERIODICALS 

The Association made _ representations to _ various 
publishers of American periodicals whose Pacific editions 
were not indexed by the indexing services. As a result of 
this approach, copies of the domestic edition of Newsweek 
may be obtained by libraries on application. 
BOOK CLOTH 

In spite of all endeavours the Association has found it 
impossible to arrange for further supplies of book cloth at 
present. . 
BROADCAST TALKS 

At the request of the National Broadcasting Service a 
series of discussions were arranged and delivered by members 
of the Association in Wellington under the title ‘ The 
Library To-day.’ 
ESTHER GLEN AWAR 

Mrs Mary Sage, Mr W. J. Scott and Mrs Dorothy White 
were appointed judges for the Award to be given for a book 
published during the period Ist June 1946 to 31st July 1947. 
Their decision will be announced at the 1948 Annual 
Meeting. 
ASSOCIATION OFFICE 

The Association office has continued to be housed with 
the National Library Service and the Association is indebted 
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to the National Library Service for providing quarters, rent 
free, in spite of its own pressing accommodation problems. 
Temporary assistants have been employed for fifteen weeks 
during the year in school holidays. 
ELECTION OF EIGHT ORDINARY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

This was held in December, and the following candidates 
were elected: R. F. Barr (Dunedin), C. W. Collins (Christ- 
church), A. K. Elliot (Timaru), N. Gordon (Auckland), 
W. J. Harris (Dunedin), C. S. Perry (Wellington), F. A. 
Sandall (Auckland, W. S. Wauchop Wellington). The new 
council will come into office after the Annual Meeting, that 
ison 20th May, 1948. 


BRANCHES 

The five Branches of the Association—Auckland, Canter- 
bury, Otago, Palmerston North and Wellington—have held 
meetings throughout the year. Reports of Branch meetings 
have been printed in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES whenever 
possible and summaries of Branch activities are set out below. 
A group of members resident in the South Canterbury 
district has applied to Council for recognition as a South 
Canterbury Branch. This application will be considered by 
Council at its meeting in February, 1948. 

Auckland Branch: 

Apart from the Annual Meeting held on May Ist, there 
were only two general meetings of the Auckland Branch 
during 1947. 

At the close of the Annual Meeting members of the 
Branch were invited to the Grey and Shaw Room of the 
Auckland Public Library to hear Mr Barr give a most 
interesting talk to the Historical Society on the Sir George 
Grey Collection. Mr Barr was followed by Miss G. Terry, 
Reference Cataloguer, who spoke on the manuscripts in the 
Library. 

The first general meeting of the year was arranged for the 
purpose of receiving reports from delegates to the Con- 
ference held in Christchurch. This was a well attended 
gathering, and members who could not attend Conference 
were fortunate in having the proceedings so ably explained 
by those who did attend. 

Miss F. Lewins was the speaker at the best attended 
meeting of the year. She had recently returned from leave 
of absence in England and outlined her impressions of 
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English libraries as she saw them, both as an onlooker an( 
as a temporary assistant in two of them. The attendance ; 
this meeting and the discussion at the close of the tal 
indicated keen interest by members in library condition 
overseas. 

As in previous years tutorials for students of the N.Z.LAR 
General Training Course have been held each month. 

It was proposed that the Auckland Branch carry out 9 
survey of metropolitan libraries with a view to future library 
expansion. Little progress was made in this apart from some 
preliminary spade work, but it is hoped that concrete pro- 
posals will be brought forward during the next year. 

The Auckland Committee met six times during the year. 

With the addition of several new members the Auckland 
Branch looks forward to 1948 as a year of renewed activity, 


Canterbury Branch: 

1947 was the most active year the Branch has had. In 
addition to the regular general meetings, a special Branch 
meeting was held to welcome Mr L. R. McColvin who visited 
the city on February 7 and 8. The Conference of the 
Association was held in Christchurch from May 20 to 23 and 
members were responsible for the problems of accommoda- 
tion and refreshments. The Branch also produced a bookle 
on Christchurch for the visitors. 

The indexing of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES has again been 
undertaken and it is hoped that the index to Volume | 
will be issued early in 1948. As in former years, distribu- 
tion of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES also has been the responsi 
bility of the Branch. 

Discussion of classes have been held monthly for member 
taking Part I of the General Training Course. 


Otago Branch: 

During the year six general and four executive meetings 
were held in addition to the Annual Meeting. Although it 
was disappointing to note the falling-off of interest in Branch 
affairs of younger members, attendance at meetings was on 
the whole quite good. 

Subjects discussed at Branch meetings included School 
Libraries and Fiction. In November Mrs B. Symmonds 
gave an entertaining account of her experiences in libraries 
in England before and during the war. The final meeting 
for the year was devoted to the problems of younger members 
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fthe branch. The subject was ‘Why I became a librarian, 
pd what I think of librarianship as a job now I am in it.’ 


almerston North Branch: 


Branch meetings, held monthly this year, have been 
ranged partly with a view to giving members an oppor- 
qunity of airing their opinion on various Association matters, 
assisted by the circulation of several reports from the Associa- 
ion offices for discussion. Other meetings have been on 
topics of both general and professional interest. 


In April the suggested reading list for the N.Z.L.A. Train- 
ing Course was discussed, and tentative suggestions were 
made for a list of rather broader scope. 

The Branch delegate’s report of the Conference, linked 
with impressions from Messrs. Greenwood and Erlam, gave 
members at the May meeting an excellent picture of events 
in Christchurch. 

A very successful meeting was held in July on reference 
work with its applications to the small library, and some 
twenty-five visitors came in from surrounding districts to 
attend our ‘regional conference.’ The opportunity of getting 
together, and seeing two of the local libraries—the Public 
library and the Massey College collection—was enjoyed by all. 


A film evening was arranged for the July meeting, which 
proved very interesting. 

The final meeting of the year returned to the discussion 
form, when the Fiction Committee’s report to Council, and 
the proposed new subscription rates were discussed. 


Wellington Branch: 


The activities of the Branch during the year were, with 
one small exception, confined to the holding of meetings 
and discussions. In May, Conference remits and notices of 
motion were discussed. In June Mrs Knox Gilmer and 
Miss Fleming introduced a discussion on salaries and 
unionism. In July, Mr R. J. Waghorn demonstrated the 
use of various visual aids, and showed a film on the T.V.A. 
In September, Mr W. J. Scott and Miss P. Taylor talked on 
Fiction policy for public libraries. In November, the Fiction 
Committee’s draft report, and proposals for alteration of 
Association rules and subscriptions were discussed. Atten- 
dances at meetings were poor, averaging about twenty. 
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SECTIONS 
Schools’ Section: 

This section was unfortunate in losing halfway throug) 
the year the services of its honorary secretary, Miss E. F. 
Turner, whose services have been so valuable to the section 

Articles for §.7.A. on matters of interest to school librari¢ 
and librarians have been planned and written. Book list 
for post-primary schools on topics of current interest hav 
been compiled for publication when space permitted in 
N.Z. Education Gazette. 

University and Research Sections 

The University and Research Section met at Christchurch 
in May. This was the first meeting of the Section sinc 
July 1941. It was decided to revive the Section as an active 
part of the N.Z.L.A., to hold meetings regularly at Con. 
ferences, and to maintain some continuity between meetings 
The subject of specialisation among libraries is being 
investigated by the Section with a view to preparing plan 
towards long-range specialisation. 


E. M. Gitmer, President 
G. T. ALLEY, Hon. Secretary 
D. G. Bissy, Secretary 


February, 18, 1948. 
1948/21. 
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LIBRARY LEGISLATION 
SESSION TO BE HELD AT CONFERENCE 


CoUNCIL HAS DECIDED that a discussion on New Zealand lib- 
rary legislation would be most helpful at this stage, and this 
note on points to be raised is supplied for the information of 
members and delegates. It is understood that there will be 
little chance of legislation being accepted by the Govern- 
ment in 1948, since any proposals amending existing powers 
of local authorities usually require discussion by the Muni- 
cipal Association and the Counties Association. However, 
a conference discussion on questions which the Library 
Association considers important should do much to help in 
drafting proposals for consideration by the Government. 


CONSOLIDATION IN ONE ACT OF 
LOCAL AUTHORITY LIBRARY POWERS 


There is much to be said for this, and something for the 
preservation of the existing state of affairs in which boroughs 
derive their library authority from the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act of 1933, as amended in 1938 and 1946, town 
districts from the Libraries and Mechanics’ Institutes Act of 
1908, Part 1, and counties from the latter Act as well as from 
the Counties Act of 1920 as amended in 1945. The Munn- 
Barr report gives on page nine a useful account of New 
ealand library legislation operative on its date of publi- 
ation, but it is proposed to give a fuller account at 
onference, and to record it in Proceedings, of this legis- 
ation, and to include a summary of three early Acts now 
repealed or consolidated in later ones. These are the 

ublic Libraries Act of 1869, the Public Libraries Powers 

ct of 1875, and the Public Libraries Subsidies Act of 1877. 


REMOVAL OF RATE LIMITATION 


The Association has consistently urged that this be done. 
t is necessary only to refer to pages 60 and 61 of the Munn- 
Barr report for good reasons for the removal. 


REE LIBRARIES 


The first New Zealand Public Library Act was emphatic 
hat libraries should be free—later Acts opened the way for 
he subscription system. Has the time come for a reversion 
0 1869, and to English and American law, under which, if 
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public money is spent on public library service, lending 
should be without charge? The Munn-Barr report, pages 
60 and 61, appears to recommend legislative provision for 
free library service. Council considers that this is an issue 
which many well be discussed. If the N.Z.L.A. policy about 
pay collections is to be pursued, and it is difficult to see how 
it can be disregarded, recognition of the need for rental 
charges would need to be made in a Library Act. 


GRANTS AND SUBSIDIES 


In 1877 the Government, by legislation, made the follow. 
ing provision in Section 3, of the Public Libraries Subsidies 
Act of that year: 

There shall be issued and paid from the Consolidated Fund, out of 
moneys to be appropriated by the General Assembly for public 
libraries, to every municipal or governing body that shall cause 
‘The Public Libraries Act, 1869’ to be brought into operation, a 
sum equal to the amount raised by way of library rate under that 
Act; such rate and subsidy to be expended in pursuance of the 
provisions of the said Act, by the governing body levying the rate, in 
the establishment and maintenance of free public libraries in the 
city, town, village, or district contributing the rate. 

Subsidies were paid to municipal libraries, including the 
cities, for some years, but in the last years of the system 
they were paid only to the smaller ‘ country’ libraries. Dis- 
cussion of the more recent Australian legislation will be use- 
ful here. Under the New South Wales Library Act of 1939, 
Sections 13 and 14, subsidies are payable to local government 
councils which fulfil certain financial obligations, producing 
either a given maximum amount per head of population, 
or the amount of a fixed rate, for support of acceptable 
library service. Subsidy is paid to bring the locally-raised 
amount to an amount equivalent to two shillings per head 
of the local population. In view of the enlarging concepts 
of public library service (see the A.L.A. Post-war Standards 
for Public Libraries, page 56, which recommends expendi 
ture of one dollar for limited service, one and a half for 
reasonably good service, and two dollars for superior service 
it is obvious that there would be danger in fixing a low 
minimum which would in many cases tend to become 4 
maximum. 


COMBINATIONS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
Because many New Zealand local authorities are far too 
small in population and financial resources the need for 
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combination and the power to make agreements with each 
other for library purposes is obvious. Amalgamation is a 
long term possibility but it is likely to come too slowly. 
Regional organization has been discussed by the N.Z.L.A., 
but the need is clear for much further discussion, and, in 
the words of the Munn-Barr report, ‘even more care and 
study ’. 


RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE 


Assistance, in whatever form it may take, to local authority 
library services needs the clarification of the functions and 
powers of the National Library Powers or, possibly, the 
setting up of a Library Board. Does the Association favour 
a national board, regional boards, or a direct relationship 
with a department as at present and controlled by a Minister 
of the Crown? 


CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS 


The question of a register of librarians was raised at the 
1947 conference, and it was urged that the Association 
should compile and maintain such a register. Should legisla- 
tion include provision for certification as librarians of those 
with the necessary qualifications and experience, and should 
a proportion of each library staff be required to be so 
qualified? 


G. T. ALLEY, Honorary-Secretary. 


GENERAL TRAINING COURSE 


EXAMINATION PASSES 








THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS have been awarded a pass as a 
result of their written work throughout the Course and the 
tests held in December, 1947, and February, 1948: 


PART I—Library Administration 


M. Beatson (Christchurch), A. Bellhouse (Auckland), P. 
Brooke-Taylor (Wellington), B. M. Castles (Waipukurau), 
B. B. Collie (Christchurch), B. G. Coughlan (Dunedin), R. 
Cowley (Auckland), L. P. Currie (Wanganui), D. Good 
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(Wellington), C. M. Graham (Masterton), E. M. Green 
Lyttelton)—merit, M. Grimshaw (Auckland), S. D. Guthrie 
(Christchurch), M. M. Hall (Christchurch), M. J. Hamilton 
(Christchurch), P. L. Jones (Auckland)—merit, B. Kerr- 
Hislop (Auckland), B. N. Krebs (Wellington), W. M. Latter 
(Auckland), K. Laverty (Dunedin), V. H. Longworth 
(Auckland), J. M. McGavin (Wellington), B. M. Macintosh 
(Wellington), H. McKinnon (Napier), N. J. McNeilage 
(Auckland), C. F. Mathews (Wellington), S. F. Paul (Auck- 
land), M. M. Peat Auckland), M. V. Pope (Timaru), V. 
Sanders (Napier), M. C. Scott (Wellington), J. Smith (Inver- 
cargill), P. M. Stewart (Wellington), D. McD. Thomson 
(Auckland), S. R. Tonge (Wellington), P. M. Tustin 
(Wanganui). 

PART 11—The Book 


D. B. Barton (Christchurch), P. A. Grayburn (Timaru), 
B. M. Hale (Christchurch), M. Hogg (Wellington), L. 
Leatham (Wellington), S$. E. Leech (Christchurch), J. 
McLaughlin (Christchurch), R. M. Morgan (Timaru), J. 1. 
Reynolds (Wellington), E. 'M. Scholefield (Wellington), 
S. W. Tonge (Wellington), N. M. Willcox (Christchurch). 

*D. B. Barton (Christchurch), *B. M. Hale (Christ- 
church), *M. Hogg (Wellington), *L. Leatham (Welling: 
ton), *R. M. Morgan (Timaru), *]. I. Reynolds (Welling- 
ton), *E. M. Scholefield (Wellington), S$. W. Tonge (Wel- 
lington). 

*Has now completed the course and qualified for the 
N.Z.L.A. Certificate. 


CHILDREN’S LIERARIAN’S CERTIFICATE 
Miss M. M. Peat (Auckland). 


WHAT HAPPENED LAST TIME 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1947 CONFERENCE have arrived. As 
a timely record of what was said and done at the conference 
they have, of course, failed. It is our private regret that 
to what we believe to be the merits of the 1947 Proceedings 
cannot be added that of their having been promptly pro- 
duced. But we manage to stifle (not rationalise) our regret 
when, on reading the one hundred and fifty pages of the 
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bright little volume, we observe just how much it contains 
of wisdom with no thought to the date and how much it has 
of straight humour. And well may it serve to remind us, 
as we pack our bags for Napier, how pleasant and useful 
an Association conference can be. 

Our favourite piece (others may choose differently) is 
that in which Mr C. R. H. Taylor begins by explaining 
that ‘there seems to be more “ opinion ’”’ among librarians as 
to what people ought or ought not to read than I had 
expected’. It is as though Mr Taylor had emerged from a 
book in Bowen Street to take the inter-island ferry to Lyttel- 
ton, thence by train to Christchurch, to find this out. 
‘What’, he asks, ‘is the end of reading, after all?’ And his 
decision: 

If it is not for profit, immediate or ultimate, then it is for 
pleasure, entertainment, or recreation, name it as we will. True, I 
suppose we will all agree upon a certain basic range as being serious 
reading, but I should not care to draw the line between reading for 
pleasure and reading for profit. Is there more merit in satisfying 
the man who seeks to identify an obscure point in a first edition 
of Anthony Hope Hawkins than in locating a monograph for a 
mercenary free-lancer to re-tell at forty shilling a column? We 
serve, and it seems well that we question not until our books them- 
selves suffer from the favours or the fury of our patrons. 

Later in the conference, the Proceedings remind us, there 
was a time when, to match the fury of local protagonists of 
the subscription supported, voluntarily operated library, 
came the favours of reasoned argument. Open at the mouth, 
yet silent, we listened to the discussion and were very glad 
when Cr. G. L. Gieson rose from the chair to round off the 
argument in a way that left no room for doubt: 

It boils down to this: a person may want to build a wheelbarrow. 
He can go to a library, get a book, and find out how to do it. It 
is a question of how that can be assessed in pounds, shillings, and 
pence. A boy learns at school to use implements with which to get 
his education . . . You, as librarians, will appreciate the fact that a 
person can be taught to read, and that without an experienced 
librarian it is impossible to guide the reading of the public at large. 
But Cr J. W. Kealy was able to convince us that although 
some things cannot be assessed in pounds, shillings, and 
pence, they can quite easily be explained in pounds, 
shillings, and pence: 

Assume that the function of a public library is first of all to get as 
many people reading books as possible, and secondly to get as many 
books as possible read by those people, and thirdly, books of as high 
quality as possible. On the assumption of a 2d rate to get one 
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hundred books read, then . . . for 24d you can get one hundred and 
seventeen books read. The seventeen extra cost you less than the 
first one hundred. At the cost of the 2d rate you get one hundred 
subscribers; for the cost of 24d you get one hundred and forty-four 
borrowers. Again the extra forty-four are costing you much less 
in proportion than the first lot. And on top of that again, those 
hundred and seventeen books now going out are on the whole of a 
slightly higher quality than the one hundred that went out before. 


From such fascinating fields of accountancy we proceed, 
the fuller in our understanding, to a session on Reading 
and Learning. This was a good chance for the philosophers 
and a happy rest from remits. Mr W. J. Scott worried us a 
little when, about ‘reading’ he spoke such cruel and uncom. 
promising words as: 


Reading is learning and there is no merit in reading unless it 
contributes to learning in the wide sense. 


However, when Mr G. S. Troup, towards the end of his 
speech in the same session, touched on ‘ browsing’ we 
relaxed as befitted the happier state of our conscience: 


Browsing is reading for pleasure. It is an important aftermath 
of learning. It is during browsing that the vital process of 
correlation takes place. 


We were ready to agree with him, too, when, finally, he 
came to ‘the reading of inspiration ’: 


Books, we are too often apt to forget, are not only pleasant things, 
they are powerful things; they contain intense energy. I like the 
whimsical way Christopher Morley puts that in The Haunted Book- 
shop. There is a dialogue going on in the kitchen of the haunted 
bookshop, and the visitor says to the proprietor: ‘I should have 
thought that life in a bookshop would be delightfully tranquil’ 
‘Far from that,’ replies the proprietor, ‘life in a bookshop is like 
life in a warehouse of explosives. These shelves are ranked with 
the fiercest combustibles in the world the brains of men. I could 
spend a rainy afternoon reading and my mind works itself up to a 
passion of anxiety for our mortal problems that almost maddens 
me. It is terribly nerve-racking . . . ‘How is it then,’ inquires the 
visitor, ‘that libraries are shrines of such austere calm? If books 
are so provoking as you suggest, you would expect every librarian 
to utter the shrill screams of a hierophant, to clash ecstatic castanets 
in his silent alcoves.’ ‘ Ah, my boy,’ says the proprietor, ‘ you forget 
the card index. Librarians invented that soothing device for the 
febrifuge of their souls just as I fall back on the rites of the 
kitchen. Librarians would all go mad, those capable of concentrated 
thought, if they didn’t have the cool and healing card index as 
medicament.’ 


The subject was, as Mr H. G. Miller, who spoke next 
described it, ‘an awfully big subject. The university, 
thought Mr Miller, is a place where they teach you to read; 
and a good library is one that has a collection of good books. 
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So far, so good. What, then, is a good librarian? 


My idea of a good librarian is, first of all, a man who knows a 
good book when he sees one . . . I don’t mean by good books, books 
that contain any particular set of ideas. It is not our business as 
librarians to push any particular theories or beliefs, but it is our 
business to select the few good books for the study of any particular 
theory or belief, and to avoid the damp mass of tripe through which 
the reader usually has to wade before he reaches the really satis- 
factory stuff. The fact is that most of the books written to advocate 
any particular political cause or any religious cause are tripe. . 
and a large part of the business of a good librarian is to keep it off 
his shelves. 

The Proceedings of the 1947 Christchurch conference are 
as full and accurate as the Bulletin Committee has been 
able to make them. They are not, this year, being distri- 
buted free to members, but may be purchased from the 
Secretary at 2s 6d a copy. The extracts and comments given 
in this note represent merely the personal preferences of the 
writer. There is much else in them of interest to committee- 
men, librarians, students, and laymen. Meanwhile, if you 
are going to Napier, or even if you have to stay behind in 
the silent alcoves, it would be as well to read the 1947 
Proceedings. They aim to tell what happened last time. 


A. E. MERCER, 
Convener, Bulletin Commtitee. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Canterbury University College, 
CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z. 
The Editor, 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, 
AUCKLAND. 
Sir, 

At their recent meeting, the four University Librarians 
discussed the matter of despatching books by ‘ interloan.’ 
We should like to save time and increase the safety of books 
by having more satisfactory arrangements adopted for pack- 
ing. Perhaps libraries might join in ordering light packing 
boxes of two or three suitable sizes, made of some light 
fibre material such as that used for cheap attaché cases. 
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Before going further into this proposal I should like to hear 
from anyone who has any relevant experience or ideas. 


Yours, etc., 


C. W. Cox.ins, Librarian. 
Ist March, 1948. 


Sir, 

It has been brought to my attention by Mr John Harris 
that one of the rare slips in Dr G. H. Scholefield’s excellent 
Dictionary of New Zealand Biography concerns the late 
Professor John Macmillan Brown. His Christian name is 
given as James on page 102 of Volume I and this should he 
corrected in library copies. John Macmillan Brown was 
one of the foundation professors of this College and his 
name is perpetuated by, among other things, the Macmillan 
Brown Collection of some 15,000 volumes, specializing in 
anthropology and in the countries of the Pacific area, which 
is part of this Library. As the trustees are now able to 
make considerable funds available and as a special assistant 
has recently been appointed, this Collection will, before 
long, take a more important place in the New Zealand 
library scene. 

Yours, etc., 
C. W. Cotuins, Librarian. 
23rd March, 1948 


NEWS AND NOTES 


Conference: All members who are planning to go to 
Conference and who have not yet sent their registration 
forms to the Secretary are urged to do so as soon as possible. 
A registration fee of 5s is payable. 


Back numbers required: The Association office frequently 
has requests from overseas organizations for back numbers 
of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES required to complete files. One 
such request has just been received from the Librarian of 
the Royal Empire Society, London. Members holding copies 
which they no longer require would be making a useful con- 
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tribution if they sent them in to the Secretary. Copies of 
Volume 3, number 7 are especially needed. 


UNION LIST OF SERIALS 


REPORT ON PROGRESS 








Tue Union List of Serials in New Zealand Libraries is grow- 
ing steadily, and recent months have been kept busy with 
the incorporation of additions and amendments received 
from various libraries. Recent holdings sent in include 
1100—1200 titles from Auckland Institute and Museum, 
about 500 from Victoria University College, 200—300 from 
Canterbury Public Library. Shorter lists have also been 
received from Napier Public Library, Royal Society of New 
Zealand (Hawkes Bay branch), Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (Wellington), Ruakura Animal Research 
Station, Massey Agricultural College, and the Dairy Research 
Institute. 


LIBRARIES PLEASE NOTE: When reporting additions and 
amendments to your holdings for incorporation in the Union 
List of Serials, please 

1. Forward a information, marked ‘Union List of 

Serials ’, 


The Librarian, 
University of Otago, 
DUNEDIN, N.1. 
2. Give particulars as follows: 
a. Full title (including the society or institution 
responsible, if any), 
b. Place of publication, 
c. Date of first number issued (if possible), 
d. Full serial numbering (volume and number), 
with dates, of your holdings. 

It is most important that wherever possible serial num- 
bers be given as well as dates. In the case of periodicals 
newly subscribed to, it is a great advantage to have early 
notification, even at the time of ordering. In deciding on 
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new subscriptions, libraries find it helpful to know what 
action is being taken by others. 


Effie Farquharson, Assistant Compiler 
John Harris, Compiler 


Otago University Library 18th November, 1947 


BRANCH NOTES 
AUCKLAND BRANCH 


The annual general meeting of the Auckland Branch was held on 
March 10th with F. A. Sandall presiding. The election of officers for 
for coming year resulted in Mr Sandall and Mr R. Duthie being re- 
elected Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer respectively, while the 
Committee of five comprises Miss J. Anderson, Mr. W. Colgan, Miss 
N. Gordon, Mr A. E. Mercer, and Miss M. Peat. Mr Mercer was 
also appointed organizer for the Branch’s training activities. 

It was decided that the Branch plans for the year would include 
the compiling of a union catalogue of plays held by Auckland lib- 
raries as well as the continuance of work on the Metropolitan Lib- 
rary Service Plan. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 


FroM SouTH AFRICA we have received a review copy of R. F. M. 
Immelman’s booklet, The Foundations of Library Management.1 The 
author is Librarian and Supervisor of Library Training at the Uni- 
versity of Cape Town. He believes that as far as library organiza- 
tion is concerned, librarians would do well to take ‘more cognisance 
of current trends in allied fields such as public administration, busi- 
ness and industrial management, or educational administration’. Mr 
Immelman’s booklet is a concisely written introduction, leaving the 
way open with its copious references for students wishing to make 
a more intensive study. 

1Immelman, R. F. M. The Foundations of Library Management; 

Organisation from an Administrative Angle. Cape Town, The 

Author, 1947. 61p., paper, 6s. post free. 

Published by the Indian Branch of the Oxford University Press, 
Suggestions for the Organization of Libraries in India,2 is a com- 
prehensive little manual with proposals for the development and 
integration of India’s many different types of libraries. Aiming to 
‘relate library organization to education’, it emphasizes the ‘ part 
schools should play in accelerating the establishment of a national 
library system in India’. Its author is President of the Indian 
Library Association, and Librarian at Benares Hindu University. 

2 Ranganathan, S. R. Suggestions for the Organization of Libraries 

in India, Madras, Oxford University Press, 1946. 174 p. 
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